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Preface
THE GREAT AND RAPID ADVANCES in many fields
of human endeavor which have been made recently have resulted di-
rectly from extensive organized' research. Some of the achievements
have been spectacular-the polio vaccines, guided missiles, controlled
satellites readily come to mind. Others, less well publicized, have
made possible the extraordinarily rapid rate of development or change,
according to exponential law, that characterizes modern society. Still
others, the quiet day-to-day improvements and perfections which are
taking place in offices, factories, schools, fields, and homes all over
the world, have come from the techniques, concepts, and ideas de-
veloped and tested by and through research.
If librarianship is to develop as the times demand or opportunity
offers, it, too, must be firmly undergirded with the results of basic and
continuing research. Some of it, at least, must be anticipatory. Re-
search which answers questions already posed is valuable; that which
creates and proposes is invaluable.
Now, as never before, interest and activity in research in librarian-
ship is high. Doctoral programs have been set up in at least six library
schools and more are under consideration. The recent shift to the
master's level of all professional training, despite the fact that many
schools do not have an essay requirement, nevertheless has greatly in-
creased the number of master's essays written each year over the
number produced prior to 1951.
Financial support for research has increased. The Council on Li-
brary Resources, Inc., established in September, 1956, by a grant
from the Ford Foundation, has as its principal objective "to aid in
the solution of library problems; to conduct research in, develop and
demonstrate new techniques and methods and to disseminate through
any medium the results thereof." The first grants to be made by the
Council were announced in June, 1957. Other major grants from the
Carnegie Corporation, the Rockefeller Foundation, the United States
Steel Foundation, Remington Rand, and the Lilly Endowment are now
being expended, in part at least, for research purposes.
Further evidence of the heightening interest and concern in organ-
ized research may be seen in the committee representing five library
schools under the chairmanship of Dean Robert Leigh of Columbia
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University School of Library Service. They propose to undertake a
coordinate research project to evaluate interlibrary cooperation in the
public library field. In doing so, they have a three-fold purpose:
1. To add to reliable knowledge through objective field studies,
with regard to various types and mechanisms of interlibrary coopera-
tion in the public library field;
2. To provide a means of training especially qualified young men
and women for research competence in the library field, through their
participation, under supervision, in a significant, large-scale research
undertaking.
3. To provide a demonstration of the value, as well as to discover
the difficulties, of coordinated research among library schools equipped
for such research activities.
While research can be carried out in the field, especially in the
larger libraries, the center of such activities will undoubtedly, and
properly, be in the library schools. Thus it was no accident that it
was among the members of the Association of American Library
Schools that the idea for this issue of Library Trends came to light,
nor that Maurice Tauber was chairman of the Committee on Research
of that organization coincidentally. For this Committee, under its able
and energetic chairman, has produced this volume.
Members of the Committee on Research of the Association who
assisted Professor Tauber on this issue include: Lester Asheim, dean,
Graduate Library School, University of Chicago; Martha T. Boaz,
director, School of Library Science, University of Southern California;
Violet Coughlin, assistant professor, Library School, McGill Univer-
sity; Margaret E. Kalp, assistant professor, School of Library Science,
University of North Carolina; and Harriet D. MacPherson, dean, Grad-
uate School of Library Science, Drexel Institute of Technology.
It may be noted that Library Trends in its past issues has been con-
cerned with research in the various areas of librarianship. Consistently,
the articles in these issues have evaluated research in the areas under
consideration. Also two earlier articles have been concerned specifically
with research: "Research in the School Library Field" and "Research
on the Reading of Adults." In order that the relevant available material
would be brought together for easier use the editorial advisory com-
mittee has recommended the reprinting of these two articles in this
issue. They are, therefore, included, with minor changes, one as the
second part of Asheim's contribution, the other in its appropriate
order.
H.L.
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